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Evolution of AM 2009 title



Asian Myrmecology 2009 content
Ant Diversity in a Peninsular Malaysian Mangrove Forest and Oil Palm Plantation
WAN FARIDAH AKMAL WAN JUSOH, MOHD NASSRUL SAFRE MOHD NASIR AND NOR 
RASIDAH HASHIM 
Gamergate reproduction without queens in the ponerine ant Pachycondyla 
(=Bothroponera) tesseronoda (Emery) 1877 in southern India (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)
FUMINORI ITO 
Diversity and Nesting ecology of ants in a hill country semi urban home garden site, Sri 
Lanka
HARINDRA E. AMARASINGHE
New records of ants from Iran
OMID PAKNIA, ALEXANDER RADCHENKO, AND MARTIN PFEIFFER
Ants as dominant insect visitors of the extrafloral nectaries of sponge gourd, Luffa
cylindrica (L.) (Cucurbitaceae) plants
VIVEK MOHAN AGARWAL AND NEELKAMAL RASTOGI
Global generic diversity and distribution: new maps of the world of ants with examples of 
their use in the context of Asia.
BENOIT GUÉNARD, MICHAEL D. WEISER AND ROBERT R. DUNN 
Sustainable weaver ant (Oecophylla smaragdina) farming: harvest yields and its effects
on worker ant densities
JOACHIM OFFENBERG and DECHA WIWATWITAYA 
On the identity of Crematogaster schimmeri Forel, 1912 and the distribution of Decacrema
ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)
SHINGO HOSOISHI and KAZUO OGATA



Asian Myrmecology: statistics

• 3 issues
• 33 scientific articles
• 360 printed pages (appr.)
• 57 authors
• 55 reviewers



Asian Myrmecology overview

TAXONOMY: 6 papers
ECOLOGY AND DISTRIBUTION: 18 papers
BEHAVIOUR: 7 papers
APPLIED MYRMECOLOGY: 2 papers

All papers are accessible for free at
http://www.asian-myrmecology.org
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Asian Myrmecology reviewer list:
respected experts for each ant topic
Donat Agosti

Rosamunde Almond
Himender Bharti
Rumsais Blatrix

Barry Bolton
Merijn Bos

Carsten Bruehl
Alfred Buschinger 

Wang Changlu
Arthur Chung
Alain Dejean
Sriyani Dias

Wolfgang Dorow
Klaus Dumpert

Katsuyuki Eguchi
Heike Feldhaar
John Fellowes
Brigitte Fiala
Brian Fisher

Yoshiaki Hashimoto
Martin Heil

Matthias Herkt
Henny Herwina

Takao Itioka
Grace Tabitha Lim

David Lohman
Annette Malsch
Reena Mathur
Dirk Mezger

Archana Mishra
Thibaud Monnin
Joachim Moog
Ajay Narendra

Nawee Noon-anant
Joachim Offenberg

Paulo Oliveira
Omid Paknia

Christian Peeters

Alexander Radchenko
Renkang Peng
Martin Pfeiffer
Simon Robson
Monte Sanford

Ivy So
Kyran Staunton

Mamoru Terayama
Kazuki Tsuji

Paul Van Meele
Bhanvi Wadhawan
Suparoek Watanasit
Andreas Weissflog

Bakhtiar Effendi Yahya
Seiki Yamane 

Masashi Yoshimura
Xu Zheng-hui



What we have achieved:

• Truly international Journal
• High impact on ant researchers
• Famous scientists are willing to help
⇒If you publish in AM your paper will be

noted by the scientific community! 



Only “teething problems?“

• Difficulties in producing a journal with
cooperation over three continents

• Printing still needs a long time
• Printing quality is sometimes poor
• Distribution of the journal is delayed
⇒ How long will we get money from UMS?

UMS = University Malaysia Sabah



One way to solve the problems

• Publish only on the WWW
⇒ Problems with taxonomy
⇒ Problems if the journal closes down



Problems with authors

• Scientific “top-stories“ are published in other
journals (e.g. Myrmecological News)

• Rapid or poorly designed studies cannot be
accepted as full papers

• Editors have to work more hard to produce
publishable papers from the manuscripts

=> Although we have the appropriate readership
there is the danger that AM will become a 
newsletter rather than a scientific journal



A dangerous circle

Low scientific reputation
No Impact Factor

Low interest of experienced
authors to publish their papers
in AM

Difficulties to find reviewers

Low quality of the journal

Delayed Publication



How elephants protect their offspring…



…should be an example for us!

Asian Myrmecology 
needs a mixture of well
experienced authors
and beginners to keep
attractive to the readers



We need help….
• AM should be based in Asia in the long run
• Martin is looking for a new job (but will further

help)
• John and Simon cannot increase their workload
• Eguchi has joined the team
• Bharti and Carsten are willing to join the team as

subject editors
• Who else is interested?

=> We are looking for a arrangement for the
organisation of the editing process



Next deadline

Submit your article
until 31st of January 2010

for the forth edition of
Asian Myrmecology



Take Home Message

Asian Myrmecology offers
excellent publication

opportunities for both the
beginner and the well 

experienced writer


